Radical radiotherapy for carcinoma of the uterine cervix using high dose rate brachytherapy--a preliminary report.
From April 1992 to December 1994, a total of 61 patients with carcinoma of the cervix were treated with curative intent using initially external beam therapy followed by high dose rate brachytherapy. On reviewing 57 patients with adequate follow-up data, the local failure rate was found to be 12.3% and metastatic failure rate was 15.8%. Local pelvic failure rates for stage II and III patients were 10% and 13.6% respectively, but for stage I disease, there was one local failure out of 5 patients, at a rate of 20%. This is probably due to the small number in this subgroup. Complication rate was low with only one patient with grade IV problems, giving a serious complication rate of 1.7% only. Overall actuarial rate in this group was 50.1%. These results are encouraging but further review on achieving adequate follow-up is needed before firm conclusions can be drawn.